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EXTRACTED FROM THE LAS VEGAS REVIEW JOURNAL, DATED |5 JAN 67,
HEADING - SPY PLANE MISHAP - PROBE CRASH SCENE. QUOTE: CALIENTE -
MORE THAN A WEEK HAS PASSED SINCE THE CRASH OF A SECRET U.S. AlIR
FORCE SPY PLANE SOUTH OF HERE, BUT THE NORMALLY QUIET MEADOW VALLEY
WASH IS A HIVE OF ACTIVITY BY THE MILITARY. THEY°RE LOOKING FOR

A NEEDLE IN A HAYSTACK - A FOOTLONG bAMERA WHICH APPARENTLY POPPED
CFF THE WING OF THE 2,022 MILE-AN-HOUP RECONNAISSANCE PLANE WHEN

IT CPASHED INTO THE SIDE OF A MOUNTAIN, FOUR MILES SOUTHWEST OF
LEITH, 5 JAN., THE CAMERA MAY PROVIDE SOME KEY TO THE CRASH OF THE
PLANE, WHICH WAS FaTAL TO ITS PILOT,'WALTER L. RAY, 33, EMPLOYED

BY THE L.OCKHEED AIRCRAFT CORP. OR, IT MAY BE A PART OF THE SUPER-
SECRET EQUIPMENT THE CMAFT USES TO SPY ON THE EARTH FROM ALTITUDES
OF 80,329 FT, THIS COMMUNITY IS BULGING WITH AIR FORCE PERSONNEL.
EVERY GUEST ROOM IN TOWN IS FULL. BY DAY, THEY SEARCH, AND BY
NIGHT, THEY REST, ARMED;ﬁUAA&Sw§LQ£mmﬂlQQ.

Approved For Release 2901/04/‘57 FClA BQ%?EOOSQO ;0001 pEOERyTwn \&
HREPRODUCTION BY OTHER THAN THE ESMUENG OFFICE IS PROHIBITED, cory no,




Approved PgixRe¢lease=2001/04/17 : CIA-RDP71B00590R000109650003-4

Itie 53209 SECRET PAGE 2

VALLEY WASH AND INTERVIEW THEM. SDUTHBOU&D TRAVELERS GET THEIP FIRST
INKLING THAT SOMETHING IS AMISS WHEN THEY ARE STOPPED BY MILITARY
PEPSONNEL NEAR ELGIN. NORTHBOUND MOTORISTS ARE STOPPED NEAR CAPP.
BOTH LOCATIONS ARXE SMALL SECTION STATIONS ON THE MAIN LINE OF THE
UNION PACIFIC PAILPOAD. THE AIR FORCE HAS ALSO BROUGHT IN CONSTRUC=-
TON EQUIPMENT TO BUILD FIVE MILES OF DIRT POAD FRON KANE SPPINGS
WASH (HEADLINE FROM SECOND PAGE: SEEK TRACE OF MISSING RECONNAIS-
 SANCF CAMERAY TO THE MOUNTAIN WHEPE THE PLANE CPASHED SO THE PAPTS
CAN BE TRUCKED OUT. BIG "LOW BOY™ TPUCKS, EMPTY, STAND IN VACANT
LOTS HEPE AS REMINDERS OF THE TRUCKED IN EQUIPMENT. "WEQRE GOING

TO GET THAT PLANE OUT, NO MATTE® WHAT IT COSTS,™ ONE MILITARY MAN
REMARKED. A RESIDENT OF THIS TOWN SAID, "WE°VE HAD A NUMBEP OF
MILITARY AIRPLANE CRASHES AROUND HERE, BUT WE°VE NEVEP SEEN ANYTHING
LIKE THE SECURITY FOR THIS CRASH." PANCHERS ON HOKSEBACK APE EVEN
BEING EMPLOYED BY THE AIR FORCE TO SEARCH THE RUGGED MOUNTAINS FoOP
THE MISSING CAMERA, THE PLANE HIT A MOUNTAIN WITH ABOUT A 45 DE=-
GREE SLOPE, AND THIS SHOULD GIVE THE ROADBUILDING ENGINEENS OF THE
AIR FOPCE SOME DIFFICULTIES. ABOUT 83 MEN ARE CONSTANTLY MOVING IN
AND OUT OF THE COMMUNITY. FEW OF THEM WILL SAY ANYTHING. “IT
HASN®T BEEN LIKE OTHE® CRASHES,™ SAID ONE PESIDENT. “EVERYTHING IS
HUSH, HUSH."™ RANCHERS GET $5 A DAY FOR THE USE OF A HORSE., THE
PLANE WAS IDENTIFIED BY THE AI® FORCE AS THE SR=71 THE SP STANDS
FOP STRATEGIC PECONNAISSANCE. THE PLANE IS ALSO KNOWN AS THF YF=12,
WHEN IT IS USED FOR OTHER PURPOSES. PFRESIDENT JOHNSON ANNOUNCED

THE. EXISTENCE OF THE CPAFT ON JULY 24, 1964, BUT LITTLE IS KNOWN

OF ITS CAPABILITIES. IT IS AN EXOTIC SUCCESSOR TO THE NOTOPIOUS
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PERSONNEL IN MEADOW VALLEY WASH TALK TO ALL TPAVELERS. THEY APE
VEFY POLITE, BUT WANT TO KNOW ALL ABOUT EVEPYONE®S BUSINESS AND
DESTINATION IN THE AREA., “THEY EVEN WENT OUT AND INTERVIEWED ONE
PANCHE® WHO WAS WORKING IN HIS OWN PASTURE,” ONE REPORT STATED.
A HELICOPTER HAS ALREADY PEMOVED THE SPY PLANE®S CANOPY. THE BODY
OF THE PILOT, WHD APPARENTLY EJECTED AND WAS FOUND SEVEPAL MILES
WEST OF THE CRASH SCENE, IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN REMOVED THE
SAME WAYe. THERE WERE EVEN SOME INDICATIONS THAT THE PLANE MAY NOT
HAVE EVEN BEFN THE ONE THE AIR FORCE SAID IT WAS., THERE WAS SOME
UNOFFICIAL TALK AROUND TOWN THAT THE CRAFT WAS ONE NOT PREVIOUSLY
ACKNOWLEDGED AS BEING AMONG THE AIR FORCE ARSENAL, BUT THIS
BROUGHT ONLY BLANK STARES F®OM OFFICIAL SOURCES. THEI® BEST EX-
PLANATION WAS THAT SOME MILITAPY MEN WEPE USING INCORRECT DESIGNATIONS
iN THEIR CONVEPSATIONS. A TRAGEDY HAS RESULTED IN AN UNSEASONAL
ECONOMIC BOO¥ IN CALIENTE, AND HOW LONG IT WILL LAST MAY'ﬁEPEND ON
THE PECOVERY OF A FOOT-LONG CAMEPA, UNQUOTE. ALSO WITH THIS
ARTICLE WAS A MAP OF THE AREA GIVING APPROXIMATE LOCATION OF THE
DOWNED AIRCRAFT, WITH THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT. QUOTE. SCENE OF
nI® FOPCE SEARCH = THIS MAP SHOWS WHERE AIR FORCE TEAMS ARE SEAR-
CHING FOR A MISSING CAMEPA FROM THE SECRET SPY PLANE WHICH CFASHED
(ARROW SHOWS APPROXIMATE LOCATION) ABOUT FOUM MILES SOUTHWEST OF
LEITH. MOTORISTS ARE STOPPED FPOM THE NORTH AT ELGIN AND FROM THE
SOUTH AT CAPP. AI® FORCE PERSONNEL ARE BEING HOUSED AT CALIENTE.
UNQUOTE «
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